I
t is a pleasure to introduce Josh Dunaief, the recipient of this year's Cogan Award. Like many senior colleagues who have been accorded the honor of introducing the Cogan Lecturer, I had the good fortune of knowing Dr. Cogan and of being enlightened by several of his published manuscripts as well as by his classic treatises, Neurology of the Ocular Muscles and Neurology of the Visual System, textbooks that helped to crystallize my own interest in ophthalmology as an intellectual discipline. I also had the pleasure of attending a symposium at the Washington Hospital Center in celebration of Dr. Cogan's 70th birthday, where I witnessed his generosity of spirit and his unfailing good humor. I know that he would be delighted that this year's Cogan Lecturer is a physician-scientist of great intellect, commitment, curiosity, and integrity-in other words, an ophthalmologist and humanitarian cast in the mold of David Cogan.
Dr. Dunaief's first exposure to ophthalmology was a look through his father's slit lamp when he was approximately 10 years old. He is not sure whether he was hooked by the slit lamp or the motorized examination chair, but he was determined to pursue a career in ophthalmology at that point.
At During his third year of residency, Josh wrote a K08 application focused on the mechanisms of cell death in photoreceptors. The grant was funded by the NEI on the same day that Josh joined us at the Scheie Eye Institute at Penn. The initial work, with mentors Craig Thompson and Jean Bennett, showed that Bax and Bak are essential for developmental and pathologic photoreceptor death. One of the publications was featured on the covers of both IOVS and last year's ARVO abstract book.
Seeking upstream, potentially modifiable factors leading to AMD, Josh's laboratory began to focus on oxidative stress. Microarray studies pointed to a protective antioxidant role for the ferroxidase ceruloplasmin. Continuing investigations showed that in a ceruloplasmin knockout mouse retinal iron overload developed along with age-dependent degeneration resembling AMD.
Studying 
